 Approved as Amended         

SANBORNTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES
February 12, 2014 

Town Office


The Board of Selectmen convened in regular session Wednesday, February 12, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. at the Town Office. Selectmen in attendance were Karen Ober and Guy Giunta. TA Veloski was also present. Dave Nickerson was absent.       










PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All in attendance recited the pledge of allegiance.

1.0 Public Comment 









  1.1 Marla Davis Re: Library – Trustee Davis explained that the Fire Chief did an inspection of the Library and there was a problem with the fire box, which the previous Library Director (Cab Vinton) was working on but no one else was made aware, so the problem fell by the wayside. Trustee Davis stated if there was a fire the fire box wouldn't communicate to Lakes Region dispatch and the cost to repair the problem was $1,400 dollars. Trustee Davis stated the Trustees have an invoice and are requesting that the BOS consider reimbursing half of the expense under buildings & grounds. The BOS unanimously agreed. 








     1.2 Paul Litchfield Re: Cost of living adjustment – Mr. Litchfield asked who initiated the proposed COLA. Selectman Ober replied the person is not here tonight. Mr. Litchfield stated he has friends in the federal government that have not has any raises for four years and feels a COLA is inappropriate at this time because no one is getting raises. Mr. Litchfield noted times are tight and wishes everyone could get raises. Chair Giunta replied it is not an easy predicament to be in but the Selectmen have looked at the history and they have been trying to make up for four years without raises. Chair Giunta stated the BOS does not take this issue lightly and they always consider the taxpayers.   











2.0 Fire Chief, Paul Dexter and Fire Marshall, Tom Schutzins –  Chief Dexter stated there has been some confusion on what his legal rights are to enforce the State Fire Codes. Marshall Schutzins read RSA 154:2 II and referred to the NFPA #1 (Fire Code) & #101 (Life Safety Code). Marshall Schutzins stated local Fire Chiefs have the authority to enforce all of these codes. Selectman Ober asked if the Chief has the authority or it is an obligation. Marshall Schutzins replied the Chief has discretion but the Town can adopt more stringent rules and the Fire Code is the minimum that must be followed. Chief Dexter noted his memorandum referenced the codes but the Town would need a separate ordinance for things like sprinklers, to be voted on at Town Meeting. Marshall Schutzins noted they are aware of a lot of older buildings and home owners can write to the Fire Marshall's Office for a waiver but if the Fire Department inspects the home then Chief Dexter would have to be one to make contact, not the home owner. Chief Dexter stated he has discussed rental inspections with the Overseer of the Public (OPW) Welfare, Melanie VanTassel because before welfare money is spent on rental units an inspection should be conducted, for safety reasons. Marshall Schutzins replied he was unsure how this would apply and would check into it but does know inspections apply in foster situations. The BOS signed a P.A.F. For Kier Barbour who is now certified as a Fire Fighter II (increase to $12.39 an hour). 














3.0  OPW, Melanie VanTassel Re: Food Pantry – OPW VanTassel reported things are going well and people are feeling the pinch because of the cold weather. OPW VanTassel stated the food that is left at the Town Hall is commodity food and can not be given away or it was donated specifically to Sanbornton residents but she has been using the food in emergency situations. OPW VanTassel noted Mr. Presby has been wonderful, full of energy and great with welfare clients. OPW VanTassel referred to a market basket bill and reported the bill looked very large because it was three months worth of bills that included the holidays. Selectman Ober asked about fuels usage. OPW VanTassel replied the line is holding steady but a one month delivery is only lasting two weeks due to the sub-zero temperatures. TA Veloski asked if people can make donations to the Town Office for the First Fruits Food Pantry and the BOS agreed this would be okay.






 

4.0  Tilton BOS Re: Welfare Laws – Katherine Dawson, Sandy Plessner, Pat Constantino and Heather Thibodeau (Tilton OPW) were present. Selectman Dawson explained that the Town of Tilton has had some real problems with transients coming into town from other parts of the country and expecting welfare services, which is becoming extremely costly for them. Chair Giunta replied this should be discussed with our Legislators. Selectman Dawson stated she feels there is power in numbers and a powerful message needs to be delivered, the State gets federal funding and we take welfare out of our local funds. Selectman Constantino stated Tilton has shops, hotels, etc. and welfare is becoming a huge problem because it is an unfunded mandate and the advocates treat our people (OPW) badly. Selectman Constantino stated it is time to make a difference and they are prepared to help out their own. OPW Thibodeau noted the law reads, if someone has not ties to the community but intends to reside in Town. OPW VanTassel stated individuals call “211” to get a Healthcare Advocate and they do not provide them with a list of local shelters. OPW VanTassel explained she recently provided service for a person who got dropped off at Exit #22 and she contacted the Local Government Center, they said he is all yours. OPW Thibodeau noted they also have problems with “welfare dumping” as well. Selectman Ober stated she has been to three or four welfare classes and heard the same conversation take place there. Selectman Ober recommended we as a county get together and organize a plan. Selectman Constantino reported the Tilton BOS are meeting with a Healthcare Advocate next Thursday at 4:30 p.m. A joint meeting will be held on 3/26/14 at 1:00 p.m. at the Tilton Town Hall. Chair Giunta stated it was great to meet with the Tilton BOS. 














5.0  Matilda Mejia – TA Veloski reported he has made an attempt to contact Ms. Mejia's Realtor but there was no answer and he will keep trying.                                  




     




 




6.0  Old Business 







  

    6.1 Letter from Rymes Propane – TA Veloski stated changing the tank at the Town Hall and Fire Station to one vendor would cost $2K, as a winter charge or we could wait until the Spring and have the DPW help. Selectman Ober made a motion to move to Rymes as the single vendor for propane. Chair Giunta seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   




     
  


  6.2 Hermit Bridge – TA Veloski stated the jersey barriers have been placed but DOT's Nancy Mayville has concerns with the abutments and he has contacted Mike Bean, who has provided an estimate of $4K for an extra 60 feet to reduce the angle. Chair Giunta suggested TA Veloski contact Nancy Mayville and let her know what the Town is doing, so the bridge doesn't have to be fixed again. Selectman Ober made a motion to proceed with fixing the bridge upon DOT approval. Chair Giunta seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.      






  6.3 Computers at the Town Office -  TA Veloski stated there was an accident with the backhoe a year ago and the wires at the Town Office got loosened, which was creating computer problems but it has been fixed.                                                                                                               6.4 Kuzmitch Property – TA Veloski stated he has received a court ruling in the Town's favor from Attorney Justin Passe, in a similar case but there is a thirty day appeal period. The BOS took under advisement.  

     

   


  6.5
Hunkins Pond Road Bid – Phase I & II – Selectman Ober made a motion to advertise the Hunkins Pond Road Bid. Chair Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  








  6.6 Temporary Truck Driver/Laborer – TA Veloski stated only two application were received, so the vacancy will be re-advertised. 





  6.7 Sewer bill ($18K) – Special Revenue Fund – Selectman Ober made a motion to draw the balance of $9K out of the special revenue fund and reimburse the general fund.  Chair Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
















7.0  New Business
  








  7.1 Open Water Swim Event –  Selectman Ober stated she received a call today from Corrina Cysneras to hold the event at the Town Beach in August of 2015 and Steele Hill Resort is willing to host. Selectman Ober noted the event is sanctioned by the World Water Event Association but the Town would need to look at beaches usage and cost proposals for fire & police services. Selectman Ober noted the event would last 6-8 hours and end at 1:00 p.m. Coordinator Lonergan has warned of “duck itch” and cyanobacteria. Selectman Ober stated Ms. Cysneras is meeting with Marine Patrol this Friday, to see if it can happen or not and the Town's Attorney will be involved as well.           
  
  7.2 Whitney property – TA Veloski reported a discrepancy in the deeds on the northerly stone wall, which would be a .07 acre loss with gain on the other side. TA Veloski stated a Boundary Line Agreement has been suggested and he would be discussing the issue with the Conservation Commission first then the Whitneys.    




  



  


        

       

8.0  Authorize Payroll & the Accounts Payable Register – The BOS reviewed & signed the payroll and the accounts payable register, a copy was made available for public inspection.    










 
9.0 Assessing and Code Enforcement – None at this time.  







 



10.0 Accept Donations under RSA 31:95 – None at this time.













11.0 Review & Approve Minutes 





                          11.1 1/29/14 - Members of the Board reviewed the draft meeting minutes of January 29, 2014. Chair Giunta motioned to approve the meeting minutes of January 29, 2014 with corrections. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 11.2 2/5/14 - Members of the Board reviewed the draft meeting minutes of February 5, 2014. Chair Giunta motioned to approve the meeting minutes of February 5, 2014 without corrections. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 













12.0 Correspondence – The BOS reviewed.   





    












13.0 Selectman's Reports 







            13.1 Update on the work of the Planning Board & STAC – Selectman Ober provided an update.  








            13.2 Budget Committee – Budgetary changes – Selectman Ober stated concerns have been expressed on how budget changes get communicated to Department Heads. TA Veloski stated it could be the secretary's responsibility but he could relay the information, if the BOS wants him to. TA Veloski was asked to contact the Budget Committee Chair. 
















14.0 ADJOURNMENT – The Board of Selectman’s meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 








  




15.0 NEXT MEETING (S) – The Board of Selectman’s next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 19, 2014 at the Town Offices @ 4:30 p.m.  













Respectfully submitted, 

April Rollins, BOS Recording Secretary 

2/12/2014

                                                                          BOS Approved Minutes


