Approved            

SANBORNTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES
August 13, 2014 

Town Offices


The Board of Selectmen convened in regular session Wednesday, August 13, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. at the Town Offices. Selectmen in attendance were Karen Ober, Dave Nickerson and Johnny Van Tassel. TA Veloski was also present.          










PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All in attendance recited the pledge of allegiance.

1.0 Public Comment – None at this time.   








       

    




      




2.0  Hawkers & Peddlers license – TA Veloski stated the Board was given a letter from State Representative, Dennis Fields and copies of all of the related statutes. TA Veloski explained Hawkers & Peddlers need to have a State license but the Town can require its own permit and charge a fee, which allows for the police to enforce. Fire Chief Dexter noted the permit would help keep track of who is doing business in Town and the permit could be revoked if they were not doing good business. Craig Davis stated the Board could add specific language for charitable organizations or groups like the Boy Scouts. The Board asked TA Veloski to schedule a Public Hearing.       









   





3.0  Old Business – Propane prices – The BOS reviewed three quotes, Irving at $1.799 a gallon, Eastern Propane at $2.29 a gallon and Rymes Propane at $1.744 a gallon. TA Veloski stated the Town used about 10,000 gallons last year, so we would be obligated to spend about 80%-90% of the pre-buy amount. TA Veloski noted Rymes offers a discount for the Town's employees. Selectman Van Tassel made a motion to accept the quote from Rymes Propane. Chair Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed. Selectman Nickerson abstained.   













4.0  Justin Slattery – Belknap County Economic Development Council (BCEDC) – Mr. Slattery introduced himself to the BOS and stated he is new to the position, so he has been visiting municipalities throughout the county. Mr. Slattery explained he has experience with gap business financing and access to economic resources. Chair Ober expressed concern with the upcoming budget season because taxes are heavy on the backs of the taxpayers. Chair Ober informed Mr. Slattery that the Town has some commercial sites that may be vacant soon. Mr. Slattery replied this is great information for him to have. Chair Ober stated the Town's Master Plan says to keep the Town rural but we need to look at diversifying taxes. Mr. Slattery offered to sit down with the BOS and discuss the Town's needs further.        




     


  






5.0  Old Business continued 







  5.1 Over Weight Policy – TA Veloski to schedule a Public Hearing in a few weeks.  
  5.2 Permanent part-time employees – The BOS reviewed a list of permanent part-time employees. Chair Ober stated the part-time employees work 54 weeks a year without any benefits and proposed not giving the part-time employees the 1.5% salary increase but allow for vacation/sick leave on a pro-rated basis. TA Veloski noted then some of the firefighters would be getting the benefits and some would not be. Fire Chief Dexter offered to supply TA Veloski with a list of those four employees and stated the Board needs to define “permanent part-time” first. AS Rollins explained in the Town of Salisbury she was allowed to take 10 hours of vacation/sick leave a year, for the first five years and that leave has been doubled to 20 hours (2 weeks), based on years employed. AS Rollins offered to supply TA Veloski with her Salisbury job description. AS Rollins noted she would rather have the 1.5% salary increase because she gets vacation in the summer when the Board goes to summer hours. Chair Ober stated the BOS needs to look into the actual costs involved before a decision is made. 







 




6.0  Brian Gallagher – Candidate for State Representative – Mr. Gallagher explained he is running for one of the two open seats for State Representative. Mr. Gallagher stated he worked for the Government Finance Committee for twelve years, the Belmont School District and the District Court. Mr. Gallagher stated he is trying to get the flavor of what is going on with people today and not bring forward his own ideas. Mr. Gallagher noted he is also on the School District Committee, to keep an eye on spending and the needs of the district. Selectman Nickerson stated he is on the School's formula committee and they are losing money from the State, how do we stop it? Mr. Gallagher suggested that the Sanbornton Representative partner up with the Tilton/Northfield Representative and make this a priority going forward. Chair Ober asked Mr. Gallagher if he supports an income tax or sales tax. Mr. Gallagher replied he is not in favor of both or gambling because gambling carries an uncertain figure for funding and a broad based tax is not the solution either. Chair Ober explained the Town's health insurance increased by 26.4% for an individual and almost 46% for families, how do fight this? Mr. Gallagher replied the Legislature shouldn't be passing things they haven't read and then try to figure it out after, it is not good governance. Out of State health providers were briefly discussed. Selectman Nickerson stated fifty thousand people were enrolled in the Medicaid system and they can not go to Concord Hospital, they have to go to Littleton or Lancaster and how do they get there? Mr. Gallagher replied innocent people are being held hostage and nothing comes without sacrifice these days, today is not like ten years ago. Selectman Nickerson asked Mr. Gallagher if he would support regulating cable companies, to supply service to all customers in the State? Mr. Gallagher stated if he is fortunate enough to get elected, he will investigate this further. 



      







7.0  Old Business continued
  







  7.1 Letter from Congregational Church – The Church has agreed to pay 2/3rds of the costs for parking lot repairs. TA Veloski to coordinate with DPW Director.  

  7.2 Zebco tractor & hyponic roadside mower – Selectman Nickerson made a motion to accept Matt Swain's bid for the zebco tractor & hyponic mower, in the amount of $2,020 dollars. Selectman Van Tassel seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.   

  







  


 









8.0  New Business 

     




       


  8.1
Memo from Susan Shannon to Transfer Funds – Chair Ober made a motion to transfer $822.10 dollars out of the Police Special Detail Fund to the General Fund. Selectman Van Tassel seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
  8.2 Ammunition for the Police Department – Selectman Nickerson made a motion to approve the purchase of $1,526 dollars in ammunition for the Police Department. Selectman Van Tassel seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
  8.3
Memo from DPW Director Re: replacement cover for Salt Shed – Selectman Nickerson made a motion to allow Iron Horse to replace the salt shed's cover in the amount of $7,500 to $8,500 dollars. Chair Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.           







  8.4 Town Park – The BOS reviewed an estimate to install a fire escape and the shelving at the Town Park. TA Veloski noted the stairs have been repaired.         

  8.5 Hunkins Pond Road Project Phase I & II – TA Veloski stated he reviewed the total costs of the project with DPW Director Bordeau this morning and the total cost of both phase I & II should be close to $804K. 






     8.6 Health Insurance – Selectman Nickerson proposed giving the Town's employees the $12K - $15K the Town pays for insurance and let the employees decide what coverage they want and not the BOS.      














9.0  Authorize Payroll & the Accounts Payable Register – The BOS reviewed & signed the payroll and the accounts payable register, a copy was made available for public inspection.     





 












10.0 Review & Approve Minutes 





                          10.1 8/06/14 - Members of the Board reviewed the draft meeting minutes of August 6, 2014. Chair Ober motioned to approve the meeting minutes of August 6, 2014 without corrections. Selectman Van Tassel seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  









                   












11.0 Correspondence – The BOS reviewed.   





    












12.0 Selectmen's Reports 








  12.1 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) Committee – Selectman Nickerson stated the CIP has set their schedule to meet with Departments Heads. CIP requests are due by September 1st and Roger Grey has been elected Chairman.  









13.0 ADJOURNMENT – Selectman Van Tassel made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m. Chair Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.








  




14.0 NEXT MEETING (S) – The Board of Selectmen’s next meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 20, 2014 @ 4:30 p.m. at the Town Offices.     













Respectfully submitted,

April Rollins, BOS Recording Secretary 

8/13/2014

                                                                          BOS Approved Minutes


