APPROVED 

SANBORNTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES

April 22, 2009 

Town Offices


The Board of Selectmen convened an Emergency meeting under RSA 91-A:3 a and b, Wednesday, April 22, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Office.  Chairman Livernois was contacted through conference call. Steven Ober and TA Veloski were present. Selectmen Nickerson was not present.  Selectmen Ober announced that signing of the payroll, signing of the 2009 Town Warrant and the SB2 Public Hearing would be the only agenda items addressed this evening because of the Board’s emergency status.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All in attendance recited the pledge of allegiance.


1.0 Authorize Payroll & Accounts Payable Registers – Selectmen Ober reviewed/signed the payroll & accounts payable registers. Chairman Livernois reviewed and signed payroll and the accounts payable register earlier in the afternoon at the Town Office. 


2.0 2009 Town Warrant – Chairman Livernois stated he reviewed the 2009 Town Warrant that was provided at last week’s BOS meeting, which he signed prior to tonight’s meeting.  Selectmen Ober reviewed the 2009 Town Warrant and signed.   









3.0 Adjourn – Selectmen Ober adjourned the meeting at 6:42 p.m. and reconvened at 6:59 p.m. for the SB2 Public Hearing.










4.0 Public Hearing Re: SB2 Petition Warrant Article (RSA 40:13) – Selectmen Ober opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. and asked for comments from those in attendance. 



















        
            Tom Salatiello – Mr. Salatiello provided the Board with a court decision Ken Grant vs. Town of Barrington made on 1/31/2008 (No. 2007-174).  Mr. Salatiello stated he is opposed to making the Town SB2 and has been for many years but each year he tries to detail a different aspect of SB2’s flaws. Mr. Salatiello noted the court he has provided the Board with outlines how tow men brought a warrant article to deliberative session and after the warrant article was amended on the floor, the only words left were “to see”. Mr. Salatiello stated the men tried for an injunction because they felt there rights were violated and infringed upon. Mr. Salatiello stated the court ruled that the Town could do whatever it wants during deliberative session and the voters may vote to zero an appropriation, which removes the original intent of the warrant article. Mr. Salatiello noted that the argument is that the right of the taxpayers and the petitioners has been deprived and denied due process. Mr. Salatiello stated this is something that could happen if SB2 is adopted.  






           Peter Dascoulias – Mr. Dascoulias stated he understand what Mr. Salatiello is saying but he supports SB2 and noted the same thing that happens during deliberative session could happen during Town Meeting and has. Mr. Dascoulias stated frequently at Town meeting only 10% of the registered voters are in attendance, to start, after times goes by attendance decreases and decisions can be easily manipulated. Mr. Dascoulias stated this is unfair to the elderly, service people, residents that work or people who may be ill.  Mr. Dascoulias stated people are disenfranchised, if they are unable to make Town meeting and with SB2 the Town can hold the deliberative session and then people can form an opinion or talk to neighbors before making a decision.  




  Andy Sanborn – Mr. Sanborn stated there are 3 alternatives besides holding Town Meeting…..SB2, HB 141 and the 3rd way is a Charter Ballot vote but out of the 3 alternatives, SB 2 is the most flawed.  Mr. Sanborn stated each year the Town has the same conversation regarding SB2.  Mr. Sanborn invited those in support of SB2 to investigate other options and would entertain a ballot vote, if another method were petitioned.  Mr. Sanborn stated there are studies related to SB2, which prove the process is flawed and the deliberative session ends in disaster.       



  Earl Leighton – Mr. Leighton stated he is in support of SB2 because he has watched the budget process and only 10% of the Town’s residents are making the decisions for the entire Town.  Mr. Leighton stated the best thing for the Town would be SB2, in order to vote money issues.  Mr. Leighton noted if a resident is uninformed regarding the Town’s budget then they would be uninformed of the warrant articles as well.  


    Don Bormes – Mr. Bormes stated he has been part of 3 different governments and all of them were flawed.  Mr. Bormes noted that Town Meeting literally went out with the horse and buggy, which use to be “pot luck” and residents disagreeing but at the end everyone was still friendly. Mr. Bormes stated SB2 is like Town Meeting but it doesn’t end at the end of the deliberative session and leaves people with time (30 days) to digest what is being voted on. Mr. Bormes stated residents are responsible to know who and what is being voted upon and what is being voted for needs to be analyzed.

  Bill Whalen – Mr. Whalen stated he supports SB2 and feels it is an opportunity for residents to cast their ballots because people have denied their rights to vote.  Mr. Whalen stated Andy Sanborn suggested 5-6 alternative methods for SB2 in the 2007 BOS meeting minutes but nothing has been done.   





  Fay Miller – Ms. Miller stated she supports SB2 and feels SB2 would have passed if people would’ve known when Town Meetings occur.  Ms. Miller stated she is a 9-year resident and just found out there is a Town website.  Ms. Miller feels the Town should do a better job of notifying residents when there are important dates.  Selectmen Ober stated Town Meeting is posted at the Post Office, the Town Offices, the newspapers, the website and by banner. Ms. Miller stated she used to receive a post card in the mail, where she used to live.  Ms. Miller feels if SB2 passes then more people would vote, even if they did not attend the deliberative session.





     Don Foudriat – Mr. Foudriat stated the Towns that have enacted SB2, it has been well received and the decision has not been reverted.  Mr. Foudriat noted that by and long SB2 has been successful and has seen SB2 at work in Belmont.  Selectmen Ober stated the difficult part would be ending up with a default budget.  Chairman Livernois noted that another danger is that a small group of voters (Town of Ashland) slashed 160K out of the budget and then there is no opportunity for the large portion of voters to vote on what was intended.  









  Selectmen Ober closed the Public Hearing at 7:49 p.m. and thanked those in attendance for their comments.  









   


5.0  NEXT MEETING (S) – The Board of Selectmen’s next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 29, 2009 at the Town Office @ 6:30 p.m. 













6.0  ADJOURNMENT – The Board of Selectmen’s meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

April C. Rollins, 

BOS Recording Secretary 
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