Approved  

SANBORNTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES

April 7, 2010 

Town Offices


The Board of Selectmen convened in regular session Wednesday, April 7, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Office. Selectmen in attendance were Andrew Livornois, Dave Nickerson and Steve Ober. TA Veloski was also present.











PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All in attendance recited the pledge of allegiance.


1.0 Public Comment
- None. 









2.0 Attorney Katherine Miller Re: Metrocast Contract – Chair Livernois stated Attorney Miller is here because she is a specialist on Telecommunications Law from Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella and they will be discussing the Metrocast Agreement. Attorney Miller stated the situation of cable today, is that smaller communities cannot have exclusive contracts unlike larger communities. Attorney Miller noted cable is regulated whereas satellite is not, which creates an economic monopoly. Attorney Miller stated the renewal involves a backward process to see if all obligations have been met and a letter has been sent to Metrocast’s in-house Counsel. Attorney Miller noted that there is some hope that “Fair Point” may be able to provide video service in the near future (5 years) and she has been monitoring the bankruptcy because she represents a number of municipalities. Attorney Miller informed the Board that Fair Point needs a 3rd income stream and in 5 years time there may be a slightly different environment. Attorney Miller asked how many residents had satellite service and TA Veloski replied internet access is the main complaint. Attorney Miller stated service numbers are important, if the demand is for high speed internet then it would be a benefit for Metrocast. Attorney Miller stated the forward-looking process would check for service, public access channel, franchise fees (ROW or percentage based) and fiber optics (up to $10K). Attorney Miller asked if Metrocast provides for the Town’s infrastructure needs and TA Veloski replied yes, for free.  Selectman Ober noted that coverage is the only issue, which the BOS wants for people up on Knox Mountain Road. Attorney Miller noted that she read in the minutes that it would cost $100K for 3miles and the figure is out there. Attorney Miller stated the key leverage piece is the length of the renewal term and suggested only renewing the Town’s contract for 3 years. Attorney Miller stated an Ascertainment Hearing would be scheduled to assess the Town’s needs going forward and language could be added to tax the cable company for use of the Town’s right-of-way (ROW). Attorney Miller stated the Ascertainment Public Hearing should be scheduled for late spring or early fall, with submission from Department Heads/Residents based on a separate outline/invitation letter for each. Attorney Miller stated she would then review the Ascertainment Hearing’s minutes and draft a proposed amendment for review by Metrocast.  The Board thanked Attorney Miller for her time.  





 






3.0 Don Foudriat Re: Black Brook project
 - Don Foudriat & Bob ward were present. Chair Livernois stated he briefed the entire BOS last week and the contract was signed.  Mr. Foudriat stated an Advisory Committee would need to be formed and provided the BOS with a list of possible candidates. Chair Livernois asked why the Town of Meredith was included and Mr. Foudriat replied a part of Black Brook covers a section in Meredith.  The BOS asked if Meredith has contributed funding towards the project and Mr. Foudriat replied Meredith has contributed no money.  Selectman Nickerson stated people he has spoken to are nervous about rumors of retention ponds and people sampling in their backyards.  Mr. Foudriat stated the main concern is phosphorous and the next step is a computer study. Selectman Nickerson asked if the contract is binding to improve the Town’s roads and Mr. Foudriat replied it is not binding per say, this is Phase I of a pilot plan.  Selectman Nickerson stated he would like to see Meredith, Tilton and Belmont involved, so the Town does not throw good money after bad.  TP Ward noted the RFP is being drafted.  Chair Livernois offered to represent the Town on the drafting of the RFP.  Chair Livernois made a motion to authorize Don Foudriat to put together an Advisory Committee as outlined in his memo. Selectman Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Chair Livernois noted he would bring back updates to the Board.   









4.0 Old Business









  4.1 Warrant – TA Veloski informed the BOS that the time has closed for submission of petition warrant articles and a semi-final warrant will be ready for signature next week.  TA Veloski noted the Budget Committee would be meeting this Saturday 4/10/10 @ 10:00 a.m. The Board reviewed a last minute warrant article submitted by the Library.  The Board will ask the Library to meet with them next week to discuss the warrant article because it was not discussed during the budget process. TA Veloski noted the warrant article has been reviewed and Okayed by the NH DRA and Attorney Boldt.













5.0 New Business









  5.1
Bob Ward, Zoning Enforcement Officer – The BOS reviewed a memo from Bob Ward regarding an Area Variance that was granted on March 23rd, to build 30 – 40 feet from a wetlands.  Mr. Ward noted there is five basic criteria that the applicant is suppose to meet and the Zoning Board did not address the criteria. Mr. Ward informed the Board that the variance application was received without delineated wetlands and the applicant has since started to move fill on to the property.  Chair Livernois noted the concern is environmental and an appeal would need to be filed by April 22nd. The BOS will check with Town Counsel on how to proceed with the appeal process.  Mr. Ward noted the Notice of Decision has conditional of the Town Planner issuing the required permits.  Town Counsel will be asked coordinate with TP Ward.  TP Ward informed the Board the septic design proposed would be located on another lot owned by the applicant.  TP Ward stated he would contact NH DES regarding this issue.



              5.2
School Apportionment Formula Committee – The BOS reviewed a letter from Kent Finemore regarding the formation of the Committee and Nina Gardner has shown interest. Chair Livernois made a motion to appoint Nina Gardner as Sanbornton’s Citizens Representative. Selectman Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Chair Livernois made a motion to appoint Selectman Nickerson as the BOS’s Representative. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
  








   5.3 BTLA Re: Dascoulias lawsuit – final report – The BOS reviewed. 

  5.4
SRW Consulting Re: Annual Report – Groundwater monitoring at Highway Garage – The BOS reviewed and a copy has been sent to DPW Director Thayer.  









6.0 Review and Approve Draft Minutes  






  6.1 3/31/2010 - Members of the Board reviewed the draft meeting minutes of Wednesday, March 31, 2010. Chair Livernois motioned to approve the draft meeting minutes of March 31, 2010 with corrections.  Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed.

















7.0 Authorize Payroll & Accounts Payable Registers – The BOS reviewed/signed the payroll & accounts payable registers. The accounts payable register was made available for public inspection.
8.0 Accept cash donations under RSA 31:95(a) – Food Pantry – None at this time.


9.0 Assessing and Code Enforcement








	TML#
	Taxpayer
	Item
	Approved/Denied/Status

	09.097.000
	Koganer, Yakov & Alla
	Timber Tax
	Approved 

	04.004.001
	Laplant, Neil & Phek'Har
	Timber Tax
	Approved 

	14.007.000
	Sanbornton - Realty Trust
	Timber Tax
	Approved 

	14.025.002
	Plummer, Donald
	Timber Tax
	Approved 

	20.002.002
	Vandermast, Kenneth
	Timber Tax
	Approved 

	15.071.000
	Nisbet, Kim & Doris
	CU Application
	Back 2 AA Jutton 4 map

	20.091 & 20.091.001
	Harding, Mark & Eric
	Timber Intent 
	Approved 

	15.001.000
	Johnston, Steve
	Gravel Intent 
	Approved 


10.0 Correspondence - BOS reviewed. 




        











11.0 Town Administrator’s Report 







11.1 DPW Re: Plummer Bridge – The BOS reviewed a letter to Nancy Mayville of the NH DOT regarding the Plummer Bridge and signed the letter.



11.2 DPW Re: Summer Hours – Chair Livernois made a motion to approve Director Thayer’s request to start summer hours on May 7th for a work week of Monday through Thursday, to end on October 7th. Selectman Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 






11.3 Grounds & Maintenance – Renewal Contract – Chair Livernois made a motion to authorize the renewal of Dan Swain’s grounds & maintenance contract. Selectman Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
11.4 Maple Circle Road / Shute Hill Road projects – TA Veloski stated Paul Fluet has requested to meet with the BOS next week to discuss the projects.  The BOS agreed Engineer Fluet could either meet with them or Selectman Nickerson.


11.5 Final Budget & MS-7 – TA Veloski provided the BOS with the draft budget figures before Town Meeting & the MS-7.






 

12.0 Selectmen’s Reports









12.1 Report on the work of the Planning Board – Chairman Livernois stated he attended the PB’s meeting this week and they discussed an issue regarding the retention of meeting tapes. Chair Livernois noted under RSA 91-A Boards are not required to retain tapes once minutes are drafted but if the Town has the tapes then they are required to provide them.  TA Veloski stated he retains the BOS’s meeting tapes for one year and then erases them, for re-use.  Chair Livernois made a motion to adopt a policy for all of the Town’s Boards/Committees for meeting tapes to be retained for one year then to be erased and reused. Selectman Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 







 


12.2 Town Garage – Selectman Ober stated it has been determined that the Highway Garage is in the Historic District and the Select Board needs to make an effort to blend it in. 












12.3 Impact Fees/Bonding for logging – Selectman Nickerson stated there is 100 acres being logged on Roxbury Road and asked TA Veloski to check on impact fees/bonding, due to the possible impact on the Town’s roads. TA Veloski to check with Town Counsel.   
13.0 NEXT MEETING (S) – The Board of Selectmen’s next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 14, 2010 at the Town Office @ 6:30 p.m. 












14.0  ADJOURNMENT – The Board of Selectmen’s meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

April C. Rollins, 

BOS Recording Secretary 
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