Approved as Amended

SANBORNTON BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MINUTES

December 7, 2011 

Town Office


The Board of Selectmen convened in regular session Wednesday, December 7, 2011 at 6:30 pm. at the Town Office. Selectmen in attendance were Karen Ober, Guy Giunta and Dave Nickerson. TA Veloski was also present.     











PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All in attendance recited the pledge of allegiance.


1.0 Public Comment 









   1.1
Mitch Lewis Re: Shute Hill Road – closure – Mr. Lewis asked if the Board had any follow up comments regarding last week's discussion. Chair Nickerson stated he has checked with Director Thayer who indicated that he does not want to close any of the Town's Class VI Roads. The BOS will meet Friday morning @ 8:00 a.m. to review the road's condition. TA Veloski to post.  






  





            







2.0  Old Business 









  2.1
Bay and Upper Bay Road - Chair Nickerson stated Pike Industries should be all done with work by tomorrow or Friday and they are currently cleaning up. TA Veloski provided pictures of the Harvey's property. Chair Nickerson stated Pike has cut some of the trees in the Town's right-of-way but the trees will grow back. Chair Nickerson noted the project's Supervisor tried to make contact with the Harveys but no one would come out of the residence. 








  2.2
Town Beach  – Chair Nickerson reported that the head walls have been built, “allen blocks” have been placed and they should start with drainage soon. TA Veloski asked for authorization to allow Chair Nickerson to sign the change order from Hiltz Construction, due to the removal of chain link fencing ($24,371 dollars decreased to $21,827 dollars) because the ARRA funding will not cover it. Selectman Ober made a motion to allow Chair Nickerson to sign the change order from Hiltz. Selectman Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 



                          2.3
Job Descriptions – Transfer Station Attedants full-time and part-time. Director Thayer suggested an amendment be made to the part-time description stating, “ must have Level 1 Certification or obtain one”. Chair Nickerson thanked Director Thayer for the newspaper article he submitted, it answered a lot of questions. Selectman Giunta made a motion to approve the Transfer Station Attendant full-time and part-time job description with the change discussed. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 







   2.4 Oak Hill Road – logging – Chair Nickerson stated DPW Director Thayer dealt with this issue most of the day and provided pictorial evidence of the road's poor condition to the Board. Director Thayer stated the logging company has finished most of it and he has spoken with the land owners. Chair Nickerson informed the Board that he asked Earl Leighton to review the road's condition and he has suggested the Town contact an independent contractor. Director Thayer stated he has asked Jason Curtis (Logger) to discuss the issues and to wait to start work on Perley Hill Road until the road freezes.   2.5 Steele Hill Road – Chair Nickerson provided pictures of the road. Chair Nickerson stated parts of the road are caved in, need gravel, fabric, ditching, drainage and the overlay is showing, which are all things that the State should repair before the Town considers taking it over. Chair Nickerson noted the Town may want to hire an Engineer to get an idea of the road costs. 






    
















3.0  Public Hearing to accept $10,000 dollars for the Conservation Commission – The Public Hearing was opened at 7:04 p.m. Brad Crosby and Jon Earley were present. Mr. Crosby explained that Walter Willett has offered the Conservation Commission a total of   $25K to upgrade the Virginia Hutton Trail and extend the trail to the Steele Hill trails. Mr. Crosby noted that surveying would need to be done on Eastman Hill's eastern side of the property. Mr. Crosby stated he wants to be sure it is okay to do the upgrades to the trail system. Mr. Crosby informed the Board that if there is money left over then they have been told to use the money for whatever. Mr. Earley stated the reason the funds are being donated is to create more recreational (non-motorized) trails through the Town's forest in memory of Alice Willett. Mr. Earley noted the management of Steele Hill Resorts agrees with the proposal. Eastman Hill in to the field is approximately 2 miles being a level walk and from Steele Hill being a downward or upward walk of 6 miles. Chair Nickerson stated the hearing would be left open for public comment until 8:00 p.m. 









  



4.0  New Business    






  
            
  4.1 DPW Director Thayer - Resignation – Director Thayer provided the Selectman with a 30-day letter of resignation dated 12/7/11, making it effective on January 5, 2011. The letter thanked those in Town that have supported the highway department over the past three years and feels a lot has been accomplished and hopes the trend continues. Chair Nickerson stated Director Thayer has brought the Town a long way and he inherited a lot of bad infrastructure. Selectman Giunta stated he would be missed. The BOS regretfully accepted Director Thayer's resignation. TA Veloski to draft advertisement.   

4.2 Transfer Station – Holiday hours – Will be open until Noon on Christmas Eve.          4.3 Town Budget 

Town Clerk & Tax Collector – Selectman Ober stated she has discussed last week's meeting with TC Goss because people were asking questions and needed answers. Selectman Ober stated TC Goss said the budget could not change because it was voted on and she has saved the taxpayers money in retirement/insurance. Selectman Ober noted she has a problem with people not knowing that she was going to cut her hours. Jeff Jenkins noted the Budget Committee had no sense of the decrease either but she has the power to set her hours. Selectman Giunta stated as long as things are being accomplished, then great but he has not received any complaints. Selectman Ober made a motion to accept this budget total at $100,574 dollars. Chair Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed. Selectman Ober opposed. 


  
















  

Health / Welfare / General Assistance – Chair Nickerson stated he knows that Overseer of the Public Welfare, Melanie VanTassel has been working 25-30 hours a week and feels her salary should be increased. TA Veloski provided the Board with surrounding municipality's current pay rates for welfare. Chair Nickerson made a motion to increase the Overseer of the Public Welfare's salary by $3,021 dollars with a total of $21,638 dollars including FICA & social security. Selectman Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Selectman Ober made a motion to accept this budget total at $98,401 dollars. Chair Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.


 Patriotic Purposes – TA Veloski reported that the NH DRA has informed the Town the limit on the fund does not matter.  Selectman Ober made a motion to accept this budget total at $300 dollars. Chair Nickerson seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

Community Organizations – TA Veloski stated a few requests were missed on last week's sheet, so it has been adjusted. The BOS reviewed. The Board voted to fund the Youth Assistance Program, the Central NH VNA, Genesis Behavioral Health, CASA and the Pemi Local Advisory Committee all at zero. The BOS also voted to fund the First Fruits Food Pantry at $3K. Selectman Ober made a motion to accept this budget total at $10,971 dollars. Selectman Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

4.4 Office of the Overseer of the Public Welfare – Chair Nickerson stated currently OPW VanTassel has to meet with clients in the Town Office's break room but there is an empty office at the DPW which would allow for more confidentiality and space. Chair Nickerson made a motion to allow OPW VanTassel to relocate her office to the vacant office at the highway garage. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

4.5 Zoning update – Town Planner Ward – Historic District Commission – TP Ward informed the Board he meet with the HDC last night, to make it clear that any decision or violation that needs enforcement would have to be conducted through the Zoning Enforcement Officer. TP Ward stated he does not see a big swell of hours due to the new  enforcement but the ZEO's job descriptions needs to be amended. Complaints Policy – TP Ward stated the Board has adopted a policy not to accept verbal complaints, only those in writing. TP Ward stated what if he knew about something but did not take action because nothing was written, especially if it was for the public's safety, health & welfare. TP Ward noted when something becomes verifiable, the Town should pursue the issue. Chair Nickerson made a motion to revisit & re-write the complaint policy. Selectman Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  TP Ward & TA Veloski to draft revisions.   

4.6 2011 Town Accomplishments – BOS reviewed. 




    4.7 Town Hall – The Board reviewed a list of repairs from Fire Chief Dexter that need to take place before elections. 







    4.8 Ambulance – write off  - TA Veloski reported some of the names have been highlighted for removal from the list due to financial reasons or monetary value, so letter can start to be sent. 








   4.9 WRBP – TA Veloski provided the Board with an update. 



   4.10 Bodwell property – TA Veloski reported that Kip Cormier no longer intends to purchase the property. 








   4.11 BOS meeting schedule – December 21st @ 6:30 and December 28th @ 8:00 a.m.    4.12 CIP – discussion – Tabled for next week. 







  


5.0  Accept cash donations under RSA 31:95(a) – Chair Nickerson made a motion to accept the donation of four $25 dollar gift certificates for the Sanbornton Food Pantry from the Sanbornton Bay Circle of Home & Family. Selectman Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 












6.0  Review and Approve Draft Minutes 






  6.1 11/30/2011 - Members of the Board reviewed the draft meeting minutes of Wednesday, November 30, 2011. Selectman Ober motioned to approve the draft meeting minutes of November 30, 2011 with corrections. Selectman Giunta seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 



            

    6.2 12/02/2011 - Members of the Board reviewed the draft meeting minutes of Wednesday, December 2, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. Selectman Giunta motioned to approve the draft meeting minutes of December 23, 2011. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 





          




7.0 Authorize Payroll & the Accounts Payable Register – The BOS reviewed payroll and the accounts payable register, a copy was made available for public inspection. 




8.0  Assessing and Code Enforcement – The BOS reviewed & approved the following;  an abatement request from Joe Damato, Trustee for Tax Map 18, Lot 38, added warrant for Lake House at Ferry Point LLC for Tax Map 18, Lot 38 and a veteran's credit for James Orgettas for Tax Map 03, Lot 78, a veteran's credit for Don Barter for Tax Map 4, Lot 08-2, a veteran's credit for Herbert Tripp for Tax Map 09, Lot 23 and a current use application for Piantagenet Properties Delta for Tax Map 21, Lot 88-1.  














9.0  Correspondence - The BOS reviewed.  




        



  
 





10.0 Town Administrator’s Report  - Under new business.  


                 













11.0 Selectman's Reports 
- None at this time.







       




 
    

 



12.0  ADJOURNMENT – The Board of Selectman’s meeting adjourned at 9:43 pm.














13.0 NEXT MEETING (S) – The Board of Selectman’s next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 14, 2011 @ 6:30 pm. at the Town Offices.
 






Respectfully submitted, 

April C. Rollins, 

BOS Recording Secretary 

12/07/2011

                                                                          BOS Approved Minutes


