Sanbornton Municipal Budget Committee

Public Meeting

DRAFT

Present: Chairperson Earl Leighton, Jeff Jenkins, Marsha Martel, Karen Ober, and Selectman’s Representative David Nickerson

Not Present: Jim Wells, Timothy Lang

April 10, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 10:14am by Chairperson Earl Leighton

Copies of the 2010/2011 budget and warrant were available for anyone wishing a copy.

Earl read totals of accounts and gave brief explanations of increases or decreases.

Question on Single Stream Recycling if still in process.  Earl states the Coop reached tonnage required to start building facility.  Question on increase for Pistol Range cleaning which is mandated by DES to clean up lead on property.  Youth Assistance Program is again being funded with $1.00 by BOS and BC.  Earl explains reasoning of BC due to a similar program being offered through county taxes in Belknap County.  Also explains that an amendment can be made during Town Meeting on the floor to add back to budget. Earl states that the Recreation department total of $106,585 does not include the revenues that the department offsets it by about $50,000.  This year the BOS and BC are supporting $500 to be added to the budget to support Old Home Day.  Conservation account increases are due to increased meetings and/or conferences this year. There are no Debt services for the two bond items and is down overall about $30,000. Capital Reserve Funds increase discussed on acct#4915.800 is for Plummer Bridge  which is on red list.  John Thayer explains we should get 80% of funds spent back in 2017 if we do work now.  Jeff Jenkins clarified on page 17 of budget under Town Bridges this money is for railings and wooden deck repairs.  We have 8 bridges in Town we are responsible for.

Earl reads article #1 To Bond a new Highway Garage and Cold Storage Building ($1,100,000).  If bonded it will be less of an increase to taxes for example $200,000 accessed value of home will see about $70.00 per year or about 37 cents on the tax rate.

Dave Nickerson spoke on the negatives of the current building.  Curt McGee request the removal of the wording of the 60 Hunkins Pond Rd due to DES issues that may arise on the current site so the BOS would not be locked into a physical address for the bond.  Discussion ensued.  

Earl read article #2 To Bond road construction on Upper Bay Road and Bay Road ($3,000,000).  Dave Nickerson explains article and funding that the state will not refund the 2/3 amount all at once but will refund some in 2013/2014 and 2016.  Part of this agreement is in writing but not all of it is.  Discussion on the state’s refund program, but it was pointed out that the state has never failed to keep its commitment within the last 50 years since the program started.  This will affect taxes about $200 per year on an accessed home of $200,000.  

Articles 3&4 are not supported by the BC because they feel this will ultimately cost the taxpayers more and will results in 2 different tax increases.

Article #12 EMS Billing and Paramedic Intercept Fees paid for from Emergency Medical Service, Fire and Rescue Apparatus & Equipment Special Revenue Fund ($4,800).  This is an annual article due to the voter’s are the agents to expend the fund.  The fund currently has about $202,000 and generates about $40,000 in revenues annually.

Article #14 Milfoil Eradication ($5,000).  Discussion held on pros and cons of control.  BC did not support it due to chemicals being used.

Article#17Library Expanded Technology Infrastructure and Services ($5,200) discussion that there was not enough information yet to make recommendation on this article.  BOS is hearing about this article on Wednesday night at Selectmen’s meeting.

Overall impact less than 1% increase in Operating Budget for 2010/2011.

Meeting adjourned at 11:40am

Respectfully submitted,

Marla Davis

The minutes are subject to the approval of the Budget Committee.

