Draft

Town Of Sanbornton

BUDGET COMMITTEE

Meeting minutes
PUBLIC HEARING
April 3, 2012
Present:   Earl Leighton, Katy Wells, Jim Wells, Judy Rich, Karen Ober, Jeff Jenkins, Tim Lang and Bob Veloski

At 6:51 pm, Chair Leighton recognized the presence of a quorum and called the meeting to order

Minutes


Jeff Jenkins made a motion to approve the minutes of March 20, 2012, 2nd by Tim Lang all were in favor.

Mail/Correspondence


None

New Business


Chair Leighton discussed the budget being presented this evening and if it is approved as is, with the school district’s recent vote for the school budget, our taxes could go up as much as $1 per assessed $1,000.  Recommendations for places to cut things out, that can be discussed after tonight’s public hearing portion of the meeting include: changing the warrant article for the $18,500 for the Library Cupola to take from a CRF vs. to be raised by taxation, possibly cutting $50k from the bridges CRF, not recommending the $5k for milfoil, reducing the town roads CRF by $50k and the property for $60k from the Bodwell’s possibly not recommending the purchase.  Bob Veloski added that we have not received the figure from the county for their budget yet.

At 7:00 pm, Chair Leighton opened the Public Hearing portion of the meeting.  Chair Leighton read the abbreviated version of the budget for each department, including the recommendations from both the BOS and Budget Committee.  

The question was raised about line 4550.310 for the Library retirement and the amount listed not being appropriated for a specific purpose. This issue will be revisited and the end of the hearing.  

Chair Leighton read the Warrant Articles and recommendations.  Article #5 the Budget Committee has not made a recommendation, and will vote tonight after the hearing.  Other issues raised were by Jane Goss regarding the actual assessed value of the lots that are being recommended for purchase in Article 10.  Jane states that the assessed value is $28k and wants to know why we are offering $60k.  Bob Veloski replied that the back lot, currently land locked, when purchased with the front lot will increase the value of the these parcels.

Marla Davis spoke as a Library Trustee and on behalf of the Library stated that when she went for her training to be a Trustee in Concord, at the Charitable Trust Division, Terry Knowles strongly recommended that an amount be put aside for retirement and that after the town votes on the Library budget the Trustees then vote on how it is to be spent for the Library as they see fit.

Chair Leighton discussed the possible reductions the budget could take with regards to the Copula and the Milfoil and cuts to the roads and bridges accounts and asked for public input.  Marla Davis stated that she would like the Budget Committee to consider leaving the money in the budget for road work. There was also discussion regarding the Steele Hill Road project and Curt McGee mentioned that there is $100k in the Highway block grant.  Without any further comments, at 8:00 pm Chair Leighton closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.

Tim Lang made a motion to cut line 4550.310 for $5,994 2nd by Chair Leighton.  Discussion:  there were questions regarding the previous 2 budget cycles for appropriations to this line and the expenditures listed and the bottom line of the Library budget coming out as appropriated as a whole.    All were in favor of the motion. 

Jeff Jenkins made a motion to recommend keeping the warrant article for the Copula if the BOS change that the money comes from the CRF, 2nd by Tim Lang, Discussion: The fund that was being recommended was the building maintenance fund and the balance as of the end of FY12 was discussed.  All were in favor of the motion

Tim Lang made a motion that the Budget Committee not recommend the Milfoil warrant article 5, 2nd by Judy Rich Vote 6 yes 1 No,  motion carries

Tim Lang made a motion to confirm the bottom line budget for the Library is now $109,141, 2nd by Jeff Jenkins all were in favor

Chair Leighton reviewed the Source of Revenue listing for FY 13.

Jim Wells made a motion to accept the source of revenue listing as presented 2nd by Tim Lang all were in favor.

Jeff Jenkins reviewed the salary issue of our BOS as reviewed at the January meeting.  Chair Leighton made a motion to increase the BOS salary by $500 each, no second motion failed.

Jeff Jenkins made a motion to increase the BOS salary from $3,500 to $4,500 for each of the 3 selectmen, Vote: 2 no 3 Yes 2 abstain, motion carries.

Tim Lang made a motion to adjourn at 8:47pm all were in favor.

Chair Leighton called the meeting back to order at 8:49 pm.

Tim Lang made a motion to recommend adjusting warrant article 1 by $2,754 less than listed 2nd by Chair Leighton all were in favor.

Tim Lang made a motion to amend the bottom line operating budget for FY13 to $3,687,279, 2nd by Jim Wells all were in favor, Karen Ober abstained

Other

None

Adjourn


At 8:55 pm, Tim Lang made a motion to adjourn, 2nd by Judy Rich all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Katy Wells

Budget Committee Member and Secretary

