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Workshop Meeting 

Sanbornton Planning Board
January 6, 2011
1. Role Call

The meeting opened at 7:0 pm with the following members in attendance: Don Bormes, Chairman; Carmine Cioffi, Vice Chair; Dick Gardner, Member; Evelyn Auger, Member; Will Ellis, Alternate; Nick Orgettas, Alternate and Bob Ward, Town Planner. 

Absent were: Andrew Livernois, Selectmen’s Representative.

Also in attendance: Liz Merry and Abigail Mercer, Historic District Commission

2. Seating of Alternates for absent Members

           N/A

5. Other Business

a. Meeting with Historic District Commission re: proposed RULES OF PROCEDURE” and proposed amendments to Historic Preservation Zoning District regulations and “Historic District Commission Guidelines”


Liz Merry stated that the purpose of this meeting is to go over proposed changes to the documents listed above. She further stated that she met with Bob Ward, Town Planner to go over these documents and it was decided that some of the documents are still merged and there is more work to do on them prior to discussion with the Planning Board. Liz Merry stated that at this point they are looking for guidance from the Planning Board to aide in the preparation of these documents. The question is whether to revise the Historic Preservation District into an overlay. The Historic District Commission (HDC) would like to have their regulations and guidelines fit well with the Master Plan revision and also the Zoning Ordinance. 


Liz Merry asked what the accountability of the Historic District Commission is, does it have the ability to say no or the right to guide and interpret. Liz Merry stated that she would like to see building permits which are issued within the District have a stipulation to go before the HDC for approval and then go to the Zoning Enforcement Officer for final issuance of a permit. Bob Ward stated that there is no formal building code and these permits are only checked for zoning compliance. Bob Ward further stated that there are 3 options. Option #1 – embed the historic guidelines into Article 9 of the Zoning Ordinance. Option #2 – create a Historic Preservation District overlay. Option #3 – Historic District Commission would have their own Historic Preservation Ordinance which they would administer. If Option #3 is enacted, then Article 9 of the Zoning Ordinance should refer to the Historic Preservation Ordinance Bob Ward also stated that the current application for a permit requires HDC approval for the permit to be issued. 


Liz Merry suggested that granite posts should be placed to designate the boundaries of the Historic Preservation District. Liz Merry requested that the Planning Board authorize Bob Ward to assist the HDC in sorting out the existing documents for consistency. Will Ellis stated that there are currently several inconsistencies with Town buildings. Liz Merry stated that the new guidelines will be much more inclusive with Town buildings. 

3. Old Business

a. Continued review of Master Plan Maps


Bob Ward stated that 6 of the 8 Master Plan Maps are now complete. These maps are as follows: Functional Topographical Map 



Steep Slopes Map



Water Resources Map



Agricultural Soils Map



Existing land Use Map



Classification of Roads Map


Bob Ward stated that the two remaining maps, Transportation Map and Future Land Use Map should be done soon as well. The 6 completed maps were reviewed and it was decided to amend them as follows: add the date so that it shows that the data on the map is from 2010, show elevations for contour lines on the Topographical Map and also to combine commercial and industrial uses on the Existing Land Use Map. The purpose and function of the Future Land Use map was discussed.
4. New Business


N/A

5. Planners Update


N/A

6. Meeting Adjourned


Carmine Cioffi made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Dick Gardner. All in favor, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Carole Chase

Recording Secretary
