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MINUTES
Business Meeting
Sanbornton Planning Board
Meeting Date and Time:
Thursday, September 4, 2014 at 6:30 PM
Meeting Place: Town Offices, 573 Sanborn Road, Sanbornton, N.H. 

The regular meeting was called to order by Planning Board Chair, Don Bormes at 6:35 p.m.   

Roll Call
Regular Members present: Don Bormes, Dick Gardner, Evelyn Auger and Selectman Karen Ober   





          Alternate Members present: Will Ellis  

Regular Members absent: Carmine Cioffi




                Alternate Members absent: Jody Slack, Judy Burlingame-Rich, Fred Rich and Gail Morrison  


Others present at the meeting: Planner, Bob Ward, LRPC Consultant Jerry Coogan & Sanbornton Telecommunications Advisory Committee (STAC) Chair, Susan Sylvester.   

Seating of Alternates for absent Regular Members – Will Ellis was asked to be a voting member in Carmine Cioffi's place.  

Review & Approval of draft PB minutes of 8/21/14 – Selectman Ober made a motion to approve the draft meeting minutes of 8/21/14 without correction. Dick Gardner seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.    

Old Business

c. Discussion with Jerry Coogan (LRPC) Re: Community Planning Program – Consultant Coogan asked the PB for their thoughts on re-cap of the Town Meeting vote. Selectman Ober feels part of the problem was not getting the information out early enough, so it would be better explained, however, there were enough people with a predisposition of what they thought was happening. Selectman Ober stated she also feels that if the warrant articles were separated out then some of them may have been passed. Chair Bormes feels the voters were against the 5-plex rental units and the Town wasn't ready for this, they didn't want to cross the Workforce Housing (WFH) bridge. Chair Bormes stated everything was advertised but the board didn't do its job good enough and this was very personal for some people that didn't want to see any change. Chair Bormes noted the public should weigh in first before the PB starts drafting anything this time. Dick Gardner feels a lot of tea party people in Town felt this was “Obama” money (federally funded) to be held to a decision being made and they expressed their power. Chair Ober stated there seem to be a lot of people that have experienced this sort of thing somewhere else and they persevered because it could happen here. Will Ellis stated he was against this from the beginning but it failed because the board got too greedy and shouldn't have allowed the rental units in the Agricultural Zone, if the minimum was done for the rentals then this might have passed. Will Ellis noted the PB should have gotten educated sooner. Planner Ward agreed this was a bit of a rush and the board could have set its own time schedule with its own funds. Dick Gardner replied then the PB wouldn't have had the expert resources to help (Consultant Coogan) and feels that WFH rentals are needed more than owned. Will Ellis stated that housing is regional and people will not be able to walk to work in Sanbornton. Evelyn Auger stated some of the grant's study advertising was bad but if the board would have taken the time to conduct the study, it would have taken up all of our time. Planner Ward noted 50% of Town qualified through the “owner occupied” single-family WFH formula as affordable housing but the figures for rental units is a different story based on the records of the Assessing Office. Consultant Coogan explained he wasn't aware of the negativity towards WFH, so he may have started the discussion sooner, in retrospect. Dick Gardner asked Consultant Coogan if he had seen anything like this before. Consultant Coogan replied yes, the Town of Northfield turned back their grant funds. Chair Bormes stated the Town wants to stay a single-family / bedroom community. Dick Gardner replied he feels this is foolish because there are a lot of Sanbornton's sons & daughters have no place to live. A brief discussion was held regarding WFH being turned into “low-income”. Consultant Coogan reviewed the LRPC's Regional Plan Executive Summary that outlined an aging population and slow growth, so elderly housing needs to be addressed. Evelyn Auger noted the Town needs more commercial. Consultant Coogan stated he enjoyed working with the PB. 

New Business

a. Presentation of proposed Telecommunication Chapter of the Master Plan by the Sanbornton Telecommunications Advisory Committee (STAC) – Susan Sylvester (Chair of the STAC) explained there are only two services in Town broadband and “DSL”, converted to digital and Fairpoint doesn’t offer television, so satellite is needed. Susan Sylvester and the members of the PB reviewed the draft Telecommunications Chapter dated July 15, 2014. Susan Sylvester explained the Town needs to be able to provide high speed internet to companies/businesses, in order to bring revenue into Sanbornton. Evelyn Auger stated she would like to see everyone considered which is not the case currently. The Board had a brief discussion of the difference between “wi-fi” and wireless services. The PB reviewed the orange Neighborhood Commercial and yellow Village areas on the Town’s proposed Future Land Use Map. Susan Sylvester noted these areas have a better chance of expansion to create a better tax base, as an economic development point of view. Susan Sylvester briefly explained “white space” to the board and noted this may be used in the future but they are still studying it. Will Ellis stated technology changes so fast this could all be very different. Susan Sylvester informed the board there were two grants that would have helped to try and fund getting service to those areas in Town that are unserved or underserved but this chapter of the Master Plan needed to be in place first. Dick Gardner made a motion to accept the STAC’s submittal of a draft Telecommunications Chapter for the Master Plan and move forward with discussion for a Public Hearing. Selectman Ober seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. Selectman Ober offered to bring keeping the STAC active back to the BOS for further discussion.         
Old Business
a. Update Re: Proposed Boundary Line Adjustment concerning property of Daniel Downes located at Park View Drive – Planner Ward provided the board with a copy of the Selectmen’s 8/6/14 meeting minutes and stated this was the last he had heard anything from Mr. Downes or Attorney Nadeau. Planner Ward feels an application will be submitted next. Tabled.  
b. Update Re: Giguere Auto Wholesalers Site Plan and storm water management system – Planner Ward reported he is waiting for the “mylar” copy of the approved Site Plan and the final invoice from Keach & Nordstrom for payment by Giguere Auto.  
Other Business
a. Discussion of proposal to relocate the Planning Office to Town Highway Garage – After a brief discussion the PB agreed moving the Town Planner to the Department of Public Works would not be a good idea, due to the Town Planner’s working relationship with the Assessing Office. Planner Ward noted that as of today the Town’s Health Officer has sealed both of the Town Park’s buildings for safety reasons. Selectman Ober replied space needs is now a high priority.  
b. Signs located on Johnson Road – Evelyn Auger informed Planner Ward of signs nailed to trees on Johnson Road. Planner Ward to follow up.

c. NH DES, Pierce Rigrod Re: Groundwater Protection – Planner Ward stated he was contacted to see if the Town wanted to conduct a review of its groundwater protection regulations (Aquifer Overlay Zone). The PB will invite Mr. Rigrod to a future for more information.

d. 2014-2015 PB Goals / Priorities – Dick Gardner asked Planner Ward to draft a list, in order to proceed with things like approval of the proposed Future Land Use Map. 
Planners Update

a. Correspondence – None at this time. 
b. Upcoming meetings, conferences & workshops   

Meeting Adjourned, Dick Gardner made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 p.m. Evelyn Auger seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
Next Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 18, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

April Rollins, Planning Board Secretary/Clerk

