SANBORNTON TELECOMMUNICATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 2014 MEETING
        Meeting Date / Time:
Monday, February 10, 2014 / 7:00 PM

        Meeting Place:            
Sanbornton Town Office Meeting Room
STAC Members Present:
Susan Sylvester, Ian Raymond, Karen Ober, Roger Grey, Dick Gardner and Tim Lang
STAC Members Absent:


Steve Jamele
Others Present: Bob Ward (Town Planner)

Call to order:

At 7:10 PM the meeting was called to order by STAC Chair Susan Sylvester.
Meeting Minutes  


The approval of the January 13, 2014 STAC meeting were moved for approval by Karen Ober, seconded by Roger Grey, and approved unanimously.
Broadband Survey

Susan reviewed the “Broadband & DSL Survey” form.  Initially the discussion considered mailing the survey by US Mail.  Bob Ward raised the question of US Mail versus an internet-based survey using “Survey Monkey” or at least an internet-based return only method.  Ian suggested doing the survey at Town Meeting.

Susan reviewed the status of the broadband service in Sanbornton.
Discussion re Internet-related Legislation:


Ian updated the STAC on the status of House Bill 286 which concerns the issuance of broadband infrastructure bonds by municipalities.  He reported that the House voted yes on the proposed bill the first week of February and that the bill will now be going over to the Senate for con-sideration.  Ian feels that Governor Hassan will likely sign the bill if passed by the Legislature.  He further stated that there will be very few municipalities that will take advantage of the bonding authority provided by the bill.  Ian also added that the bill gives municipalities leverage with internet providers.

Ian then reported on other legislation, such as HB1265 which would allow access to E911 data base.  This bill was declared ITL.
Real Estate Appraised Value with broadband as a variable


The STAC briefly discussed the impact of BB on real estate value.  Bob will check with the Sanbornton Assessing Department to get more information concerning this matter.
STAC Task

Roger asked how the STAC was supposed to operate and what STAC’s tack is.  Bob responded that the STAC’s task is to prepare a Telecommunications Chapter for adoption by the Planning Board into the Sanbornton Master Plan.

Broadband Survey


The committee amended and finalized the Broadband survey form.  The method for conducting the survey was determined by the committee was personal calling to friends.  Bob suggested that farms and businesses also be surveyed.  He agreed to survey all Town departments.  Susan agreed to survey businesses, schools and library.

BB Service Area Mapping


Susan agreed to bring a copy of the BB service area maps to the next STAC meeting.

Alternative Telecommunications Technologies


Ian agreed to see if the Town could get an FCC license to operate a “white space”.

Cell Tower Info

Bob will bring concerning cell towers to the next STAC meeting.

  

Set date & time for next STAC meeting:

The March STAC meeting will be held on Monday, 03/10/2014 at 7:00 PM.

   

Meeting Adjourned:

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Bob Ward


Secretary
