SANBORNTON TELECOMMUNICATIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH 10, 2014 MEETING
        Meeting Date / Time:
Monday, March 10, 2014 / 7:00 PM

        Meeting Place:            
Sanbornton Town Office Meeting Room
STAC Members Present:
Susan Sylvester, Ian Raymond, Karen Ober and Dick Gardner 
STAC Members Absent:


Steve Jamele and Tim Lang
Others Present: Bob Ward (Town Planner)

Call to order:

At 7:10 PM the meeting was called to order by STAC Chair Susan Sylvester.
Meeting Minutes  


The approval of the February 10, 2014 STAC meeting were moved for approval by Karen Ober, seconded by Ian Raymond, and approved unanimously.
Business Transaction Procedure

Chair Sylvester spoke to the matter of what procedure the STAC must follow when conducting business, specifically in this case the process for making changes to the Broadband survey form.  She indicated that as an official committee of the Town, the STAC must follow the procedures as prescribed by statute (NH RSA 91-A) which requires that any business of the committee may only be transacted at a publically advertised/noticed business meeting.

Internet Service Providers (ISP)


Sue provided some detailed information concerning the two ISPs which currently provide internet service to Sanbornton, specifically Metrocast and Fairpoint.  Metrocast has a five year franchise contract with the Town of Sanbornton which runs to 2016.  Under this contract Metrocast provides broadband service to Sanbornton customers.  Fairpoint provides DSL service to Sanbornton customers.  Both companies have lines on poles in Sanbornton.
Update on Broadband Stakeholders Group Meeting


Chair Sylvester reported on the recent Broadband Stakeholders Group meeting which was held on February 28.  Sue reported that she had met with Carol Miller, Director of Broadband Technology at NHDRED/Division of Economic Development at the Stakeholders Group meeting and that Miller will attend the April 14 STAC meeting.
Statewide Broadband Conference


Sue reported information concerning the Statewide Broadband Conference which will be held on May 16 at the Grappone Conference Center in Concord.  Sue and several other members of the STAC may be planning to attend the conference.

White Space Project


Sue reported information concerning the emerging technology called “white space”, which utilizes available but un-committed signal for providing broadband service especially to under-served/un-served rural areas.  This technology is currently being made available in rural areas of Connecticut, Massachusetts and Vermont.

Mapping of Broadband Survey Results 


Sue brought a copy of the UNH/BB service area maps which were reviewed by the committee.  Sue lead a detailed discussion concerning the broadband/DSL mapping program for Sanbornton.  
Bob took the task to map the broadband survey results onto the UNH Broadband Map. 

Discussion re Internet-related Legislation:


Ian provided a brief report on pending legislation concerning internet services.  He reported re HB 1265 relative to coordinating and funding broadband infrastructure information by the enhanced 911 system. Ian also reported on HB 1314 relative to approval of a telecommunication utility merger, consolidation, reorganization, or sale by the public utilities commission.  This bill has been amended to create a study committee to take public interest into account if and when another transaction like the “Fairpoint deal” is proposed. 
Sue reported on SB 344, a bill relative to New Hampshire cable franchises.  Sue mentioned that Carol Miller, the State’s Director of Broadband Technology, is strongly supporting this bill.
Cell Tower Information

Bob provided information concerning the two cell towers located in Sanbornton.  Specifically there are two cell towers: the Steele Hill cell tower which is owned by Crown Castle International and the Brook Road cell tower which is owned by SBA Towers II, LLC.  Bob will check with these cell tower companies to determine the amount of space available on these cell towers.
	  
	

	
	


Emergency Planning


Sue introduced the matter of emergency planning for avoidance of service interruption during a disaster event.  The committee decided to not address this matter in the Telecommunications Chapter of the Master Plan but rather to simply make reference to the Hazard Mitigation Plan 


	   
	


Set date & time for next STAC meeting:

The April STAC meeting will be held on Monday, 04/14/2014, 7:00 PM.

   

Meeting Adjourned:

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Bob Ward


Secretary
