SANBORNTON ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

P.O. Box 124

Sanbornton, New Hampshire 03269-0124

MEETING MINUTES

June 25, 2013

GENERAL BUSINESS 

John Olmstead called the meeting to order. The board began with the Pledge of Allegiance. Members in attendance were John Olmstead, Don Bormes, Bill Whalen, Earl Leighton, Tim Lang (alternate), and Ann Littlefield (alternate and acting clerk). Chairman Olmstead stated that both Earl Leighton and Ann Littlefield were recently reappointed to the board by the selectmen: Earl Leighton as a full member and Ann Littlefield as an alternate.

Public Notice was posted and the notice was published in The Citizen on June 18, 2013. Applicants and abutters were notified of the hearing by certified mail. 

Meeting minutes of May 28, 2013 were reviewed. Don Bormes made a motion to accept the minutes. Tim Lang seconded the motion. A vote was taken and  the motion passed unanimously. Voting were all members and alternates in attendance. 

At the May 28 meeting, Bob Ward told members he would supply them a set of pages for the three amendments approved at Town Meeting to be included in a new 2013 edition of the Zoning Ordinance. Bill Whalen asked if the board has received these pages. There has been no communication in this regard. Don Bormes indicated these pages are currently being prepared. 

PUBLIC HEARING

John Olmstead appointed Tim Lang and Ann Littlefield as voting members for this meeting. Earl Leighton excused himself from voting due to a conflict of interest. Voting this evening will be John Olmstead, Bill Whalen, Don Bormes, Tim Lang, and Ann Littlefield. 

CASE #468- tabled May 28, 2013 - A request from Matthew Bickford, property owners Marianne and Todd Philbrick, for a Variance from Article 14, Section C(6) of the zoning ordinance. Applicant seeks permission to construct a deck into the shorefront setback. The property is located on Gray Road in the Shorefront and Recreational Districts (TM 12 Lot 36). 
Matthew Bickford, representing the Philbricks, presented the application. Mr. Bickford stated all of the work will be of a professional nature. The request is to build a deck onto the house which will encroach into the required shorerfront setback. There is erosion control in place to protect the banking during construction. The deck construction is part of a larger plan to correct a longstanding erosion challenge. The banking down to the lake is steep, rocky, and heavily rooted. Construction of the deck will create a safer surface, provide a good base for foot traffic, and reduce banking erosion. 
Mr. Bickford further explained that the construction plan includes the use of permeable pavers to improve run-off, the use of silt socks, and the use of blueberry sod as banking vegetation. These components will slow erosion and improve the banking. 

Bill Whalen stated that tax cards for the property indicate a deck on the farther side of the house and wondered if it is still there. Mr. Bickford explained the deck is gone, having been replaced with permeable pavers. There is currently no deck along the lake-side of the house. 

The plan is for construction of a 375 sq.ft. deck. It will be 10’ x 23’ and “steps” back to 12’ x 12’. A state permit for the construction placement and dimensions has been obtained. The property owner, Todd Philbrick, confirmed that all state permits were obtained last fall. 
Don Bormes stated that he supports the application as presented. There were no abutters or interested parties in attendance. At this time, the chairman closed CASE #468.
Reopening CASE #468 – The Finding of Fact statements were reviewed and voted upon. 

                      John
    Bill
      Don      Tim
        Ann

1.Granting the variance would not 

be contrary to the public interest.                             Y
      Y            Y           Y             Y
          

2. The spirit of the ordinance 

would be observed.                                                  Y             Y            Y           Y             Y

3. Granting the variance would do 

substantial justice.   



    Y             Y            Y           Y             Y 

4. The values of the surrounding

properties would not be diminished.                         Y            Y             Y            Y             Y   

5.A. 1. There is not a fair and substantial relationship

between the general public purpose of the ordinance 

provision and the specific application of that 

provision to the property.      


    Y             Y            Y           Y             Y    
       2. The proposed use is a reasonable one.        Y
       Y
        Y
        Y             Y 

The Finding of Fact statements vote was in the affirmative for the application. As such, Tim Lang made a motion to approve the application. Don Bormes seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the application passed unanimously. 

OTHER BUSINESS

In February 2013, Tim Lang made a motion to include a statement in the Rules of Procedure to state that four unexcused absences by a board member within a twelve-month period is reason for removal from the board. This was re-visited and for clarification, board members agreed that the addition to the Rules of Procedure should read: “Pursuant to RSA 673:13, the chairman may recommend a member be removed from the board following four unexcused missed meetings within the period from July 1 to June 30.” This recommendation will be at the discretion of the chairman. Additionally, a change for election of officers was agreed upon:  “…officers shall be elected annually at the first meeting after July 1.” The clerk will make these changes and distribute the Rules of Procedure to members so that they may be voted upon at the next meeting. 
Ann Littlefield announced her resignation from the board as an alternate member and as clerk for the board, effective August 1. 

The next scheduled public hearing date is Tuesday, July 23 at 7:15 p.m. 

With no other business, Tim Lang made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Bill Whalen seconded the motion. A unanimous vote by members in attendance carried the motion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann E. Littlefield, Clerk

These minutes are subject to the review and approval of the Zoning Board of Adjustment. Until such time as approval by vote is recorded, posted and/or website minutes are representational of the Public Hearing and are for informational purposes only.
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