
Town of Sanbornton  

Department of Public Works  

Driveway and other access to Public Ways  

RSA 236:13, VI  

 This form has been created to keep you, as the property owner, informed of 

what responsibilities you have regarding driveways and other access to public 

ways. Under the provisions of RSA 236:13 it states, “The commissioner of 

transportation or planning board shall retain continuing jurisdiction over the 

adequacy and safety of every existing driveway, entrance, exit, and approach to a 

highway, whether or not such access was constructed or installed pursuant to a 

permit under this section, and, unless the access is a public highway, the owners of 

property to which the access is appurtenant shall have continuing responsibility for 

the adequacy of the access and any grades, culverts, or other structures pertaining 

to such access, whether or not located within the public right of way.  

 If any such access is or becomes a potential threat to the integrity of the 

highway or its surface, ditches, embankments, bridges, or other structures, or a 

hazard to the safety of the traveling public, by reason of siltation, flooding, erosion, 

frost action, vegetative growth, improper grade, or the failure of any culvert, traffic 

control device, drainage structure, or any other feature, the commissioner of 

transportation or planning board or their designee (DPW Director) may issue an 

order to the landowner or other party responsible for such access to repair or 

remove such hazardous condition and to obtain any and all permits required 

therefor. The order shall describe the hazard, prescribe what corrective action or 

alteration in the location or configuration of such access shall be required, and set a 

reasonable time within which the action shall be completed. Such an order shall be 

sent by certified mail, and shall be enforceable to the same extent as a permit 

issued under this section. If the order is not complied with within the time 

prescribed, the commissioner or planning board or their designee (DPW Director) 

may cause to be taken whatever action is necessary to protect the highway and the 

traveling public, and the owner or other responsible party shall be civilly liable to 

the state or municipality for its costs in taking such action.”    


